
MINUTES 
SPECIAL MEETING 
BOARD OF EDUCATION, WELD RE-4 SCHOOL DISTRICT 
1100 MAIN ST., WINDSOR, CO 80550 
May 4, 2022 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Members Present Patrick Miller, Lance Nichols, Regan Price, Russ Smart, Aaron Smith (Calling in 
from Flordia due to a business trip) 
 

Agenda A motion was made by Ms. Price and seconded by Mr. Nichols to approve the 
agenda as presented. 
 
The motion carried unanimously. Miller, Aye; Nichols, Aye; Price, Aye; Smart, 
Aye, Smith, Aye.  
 
 

Bond Update Mr. Seybert presented updates regarding a potential bond. 
 
 

American Legacy Academy 
Proposal to Acquire the RainDance 
School Site - Citizen 
Communication 

Craig Horton thanked the Board for their collaborative effort. Mr. Horton said 
that ALA was providing a tax-free option for elementary schools. Mr. Horton 
said the Labue site was not an option for ALA. 
 
Mark Anderson expressed opposition to a charter school in RainDance. Mr. 
Anderson spoke about the lottery system that charter schools use and 
expressed concerns about traffic in RainDance if a charter school was approved. 
 
Amy Kilcoyne said that charter schools were a solution to the problem of 
overcrowding experienced by the district. Ms. Kilcoyne asked the Board to 
consider what the students needed now. 
 
Autumn Leopold said that it was in the best interest of the community for ALA 
to purchase the Labue as a school site. Ms. Leopold said she supports ALA as a 
charter if they offer transparency.  
 
Sunny Ranieri spoke in support of ALA. Ms. Ranieri said that traffic should not 
be a concern for the RainDance site because ALA’s design is more efficient. She 
also asked the Board to be transparent in their decisions. 
 
Kate Guden spoke regarding fiscal responsibility.  Ms. Guden said that it was 
fiscally responsible to allow ALA to build on the RainDance site. She said that 
ALA has agreed to all the District's requests. 
 
Fred Meyes said that in his observations the District has delayed the decision 
on ALA until the mob mentality took over.  
 
 

American Legacy Academy 
Proposal to Acquire the RainDance 

A motion was made by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Nichols to approve the 
land sale for the RainDance site.  
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School Site - Board Discussion and 
Vote 

Discussion: Mr. Miller said his comments tonight were strictly for the sale of the 
RainDance site, not a discussion on the merits of a charter school. Mr. Miller 
said that 71% or residents are in favor of a traditional public school on the 
RainDance Site.  
 
Mr. Smart said that ALA has increased its interest numbers as time has gone on. 
Mr. Smart said that he feels there are still options but he feels that demands 
were put on the Board without discussion.  
 
Mr. Nichols spoke about the community opinion from the last Board meeting. 
Mr. Nichols said that there had not been enough information gathered and 
therefore the Board wanted community input. He also spoke to the survey 
results in which only 18% of respondents wanted a charter school in the 
RainDance Community. Mr. Nichols does not feel that RainDance is the 
appropriate site for a charter school. 
 
Mr. Smith apologized for not being in person for the meeting tonight. Mr. Smith 
feels that ALA would offer parent choice and relieve a financial burden. He feels 
that this has been a topic that has hurt the RainDance community. Mr. Smith 
would like the community to move forward united. Mr. Smith says that he has 
received messages from the community that they are in support of charters. He 
also feels that concerns regarding traffic and enrollment could be worked 
through. Mr. Smith said tonight he would be voting for what he thought was 
best for the students. 
 
Ms. Price said she had enjoyed getting to know the RainDance community. Ms. 
Price said that she was surprised at the last meeting when she learned that 
there was a cash purchase option presented by ALA. She also spoke about the 
survey results and that over 70% of the community does not want a charter 
school. Ms. Price said that she did not feel the charter would save the district 
money because schools are still needed.  
 
Mr. Smart spoke about the long-range planning committee and he agrees that 
charter schools are needed. He said that the land the district owns is district 
capital. Mr. Smith reiterated that he is not against charter schools.  
 
Mr. Nichols said that the charter school application is separate from the land 
discussions. He emphasized that the job of the Board was to listen to 
community feedback. Mr. Nichols also said that he is pro-charter.  
 
Mr. Miller said that the Board needed to listen to the community regarding the 
decision for the land. 
 
The motion was lost. Miller, Nay; Nichols, Nay; Price, Nay; Smart, Nay, Smith, 
Aye.  
 
 
 
 
 



Minutes, Board of Education Special Meeting, May 4, 2022  Page 3 
 

Adjournment A motion was made by Ms. Price and seconded by Mr. Nichols to adjourn the 
meeting. 
 
The motion carried unanimously. Miller, Aye; Nichols, Aye; Price, Aye; Smart, 
Aye, Smith, Aye.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 

  
 
 
 
________________________________________  ________________________________________ 
Secretary        President 


